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Welcome to my Captains Dinner and also to the Grand Opening 
Dinner of Course One. 
 
I welcome our Club Chairman, Tony Dixon, our General Manager, 
Desiree Stone, our Lady Captain, Carol Hubert, my Vice Captain 
Slade Mansfield and all our fellow members and guests. 
 
Thank you to Dale Hayes for flying down to be here for the opening 
of Hole 5 and Course 1, and for being our guest speaker this 
evening. 
 
Although I have been the Men’s Captain for over a year already, 
this is in fact my first Captains Dinner, as last year seemed to fly 
by, and before we knew it, we hadn’t organised this event. 
Therefore please bear with me as I have had 18 months to prepare 
for this speech. 
 
I’m really honoured to be standing here as your MECC Men’s 
Captain this evening and have certainly enjoyed my tenure as your 
Captain so far.  
 
 
This is certainly a ground breaking day, not only with the re-
opening of Course One, but I would like to welcome all the Ladies 
here tonight. This has raised a few eyebrows from some of the 
staunch tradionalists, but both the Men’s and Ladies Sections work 
very closely together and I felt it is only appropriate to combine 
both our sections at my Captain’s dinner. Also, combined with the 
grand opening of Course One, I felt it would be really nice to have 
all of us together tonight. So welcome ladies. 
 
At Mount Edgecombe, we have a team of people dedicated to 
providing you with first class golf courses, excellent facilities, a 
high quality of service and an ambience that allows you to leave 
the outside world behind you.  
 
 
 



Mount Edgecombe is not only made up of golf courses, but is a 
wonderful residential estate, with great facilities where people can 
socialise, use the club as a meeting place, and this is where we 
can get to meet friends and where we continually to make new 
friends.  
 
Friendship is important to all of us and I have met, and continue to 
meet wonderful people at this club. I have made many good 
friends here and I really value their friendship.  
There is a great atmosphere at our club and the welcome you get 
when you come to Mount Edgecombe is always commented upon 
by our visitors.  
 
Our Golf Sections are a critical part of the club and there are many 
people who contribute enormously to our golf sections behind the 
scenes, on a completely voluntary basis.  
 
Our Golf committee’s at Mount Edgecombe are made up of 
members who want to serve their club and are willing to give 
considerable time and effort in doing so. I am very lucky to have 
such talented and committed people serving on my Committee and 
I am proud to serve alongside them. Guys, thank you very much 
for all your support and hard work. 
 
I have also had the pleasure of working closely with our Lady 
Captain Carol Hubert over the past 12 months. Thank you Carol 
for all the hard work you do for the ladies section.  
 
Mount Edgecombe has two tremendous golf courses and the 
layouts are certainly challenging for all golfers, especially when the 
wind blows. We have been through some trying times over many 
years with our Greens, especially on Course One and we have 
experienced a lot of negativity from some of our Members and 
from Visitors, but hopefully this is all passed now. 
 
Over the years we have had a piecemeal greens replacement 
programme with us only redoing two greens a year. The Men’s golf 
committee proposed to the Club Board that we take some pain and 
‘close’ Course One for a few months and redo the last 10 Greens 
once and for all. This as you know was agreed to, and I would like 
to thank the Board and the Finance Committee for allowing us to 
do this, and I certainly believe this will definitely work out for the 
best in the long run, for our Golf Section and the Club. 



 
Very special thanks must go to the Matkovich Group, Mike 
Wallington, Anthony Bernstein and our resident Green Keeper, 
Gilbert. We appreciate all their hard work and especially in getting 
Course One ready for play today. They had a deadline as the 1st of 
May and they certainly achieved it. The course was in magnificent 
condition, and with their continued hard work, both our courses can 
only go from strength to strength. 
 
 
Gilbert, I personally would like to thank you for your tireless work 
and long hours you put into running both Golf Courses, which is a 
huge job.  
 
Most Greenkeepers, only have one golf course to look after, yet 
you are tasked to look after two courses. Well done and keep up 
the great work. 
 
Hole 5, has been re-designed a few times over the years, and now 
hopefully this will be the very last time. I would like to thank 
Malcolm King for all his hard work in running the Hole 5 project, 
together with Peter Hean. Also, thanks to Peter Matkovich who 
designed our new 5th Hole and I am sure it will prove to be quite a 
challenging hole. 
 
We have a team of people in our club, paid and voluntary who are 
dedicated to delivering a quality experience to all members of 
Mount Edgecombe, their guests and visitors. Micky Hough who 
joined our club as our new Golf Director, has certainly brought a 
breath of fresh air to the Golf Section and the Club, and is certainly 
doing an outstanding job. Thanks Micky for all the support you give 
to me and to all the Members and Visitors to our club. 
 
To the guys in the Proshop and to Thobile who works behind the 
scenes as our Corporate Golf Co-ordinator. Thank you very much 
for all your continued hard work. 
 
These people all work hard on our behalf and always deliver 
excellent service throughout the year. Thank you! 
 
 
 



Then to our sponsors Nedbank Private Wealth. I thank you 
sincerely for your generosity and we genuinely appreciate your 
support and your initiative in introducing the Drive to the Nedbank 
Private Wealth Cup which runs on a similar basis as the Fedex 
Cup and also for sponsoring our Monthly Medal Competitions. 
 
There are a number of members who continually step up to the 
plate when it comes to doing things for our club. The only motive 
for these wonderful people is for the betterment of Mount 
Edgecombe.  
 
As you know our Golf Section, is made up of numerous different 
golf schools and to name a few, Woollynecks, Zimbo’s, Diligafs, 
Pelican’s’ Cormorants, Shams, Junior Shams. SAGS, Figjam, 
Hackers, etc.  
 
I would like to personally thank all those Golf School Captains for 
their time in, organising golf for their members each week. I do 
believe the Golf section would not be doing as well as we are 
without these golf schools. It makes it easy to get a game of golf 
each week, without the hassle of phoning around trying to find 
people to play golf. 
 
 
Finally in closing I would like to thank my Vice Captain, Slade 
Mansfield for all his hard work and for his dedication to our Junior 
Golf and for being our MC this evening. Also a special thank you to 
Blessing for his hard work and to our Course Marshalls, Michael, 
Norman and Sipho.  Special mention must be made to Eric Dyer, 
who spends hours tirelessly entering and checking all our weekly 
scores for the Nedbank Private Wealth Cup. Thank you. 
 
Remember to please use your golf courses as much as possible 
and enjoy your golf and the great facilities Mount Edgecombe has 
to offer.  
 
Thank you everyone and Happy Golfing!  
 
Peter Taylor 


