
MECC MEN’S GOLF CAPTAINS REPORT 2016/2017 

The past year has been very busy from a captaincy perspective, having to learn from 

the outset the ropes and duties of a Captain and with Micky also starting as our Golf 

Director at a similar time, we have both had to feel our way through. 

I feel as a Golf Section we have achieved a lot. 

GOLF TEAM 

Our Golf Committee in 2016 comprising of Malcolm King, Steve Cottingham, Gerry 

Nijhuis, Dave Brown, Slade Mansfield, Allan Mellor and Harry Voorma did a great job 

and contributed enormously. 

League Results for 2016:    

Premier League – MECC lost in the final playoff to Durban Country Club 

Central League – finished 4th in the League 

Allerton League - under Steve Viljoen’s guidance lost in the playoff to Royal Durban. 

Senior League - under Tony Carnecky’s captaincy ended 4th in the League. 

Composite Leagues - we participate in two separate leagues against Royal Durban 

and Kloof Country Club and in the other league with Durban Country Club and Kloof 

Country Club, this year we ended up second behind Durban Country Club with Kloof 

Country Club in third, and in the other league we also ended in second place behind 

Royal Durban with Kloof Country Club ending third.  

This year has been extremely difficult getting Members to play in these two 

Composite Leagues.  As the league convenor, I sent emails out to over 80 golf 

Members prior to each game, and it was invariably the same 12 guys who seemed to 

put their hands up. To those guys who played this year, thank you for your support 

and your time. Hopefully, next year we will do better in both leagues and have more 

commitment from our Members. 

We also participated in the Dolphin Coast Inter Estate League and after ending first 

over the past two years, we unfortunately ended last this year. This is now a totally 

mixed league and the other Estates that participate are Prince’s Grant, Zimbali, 

Simbithi and Umhlali.  Prince’s Grant won the league. 

 

At the recent Interclub Tournament held at Port Shepstone and Margate, our ‘A’ side 

consisting of Dave Brown, Dale Burraston and Graham Inngs, qualified for the 

Matchplay finals and won. Congratulations guys. Well done! 

 

Our Frog side ended in 8th position overall this year.  

 



If anyone is interested in joining any of these league squads, next year, please give 

the respective captains your name and contact details. We are always looking for 

new and old talent. 

Notable results: 

Once again our Members excelled at various tournaments during the year. 

1. Greg Mackay and Luke Mayo were selected for the KZN Provincial side to 
play in the 2016 Junior Golf Inter Provincial in White River Golf Club. Greg will 
also captain the side. 

 

2. Peter Karmis, not a member, won the recent Sun International Sibaya 
Tournament on 18 under held on Course 2 in October. 

 

3. Greg Mackay won the Southern KZN Champs played at Margate and 
Southbroom. 
 

4. Siyanda Mwandla won the MECC Strokeplay and Dale Burraston won the 
MECC Matchplay against Dave Brown in a very tightly contested match, and 
eventually winning on the 20th hole. 
 

5. MECC Men’s’ Singles Knockout was won by Steve Viljoen.  
 

6. MECC Mixed Knockout Club Champions this year are Steve Viljoen and 
Bronwyn Rae who beat John Herselman and Lana Titmas. 

 

Special mention 

I need to make special mention of the contributions of the following Committee 

Members and Staff:- 

Slade Mansfield is still running our Junior Golf Section and he is doing a wonderful 

job, giving up most of his Sunday afternoons. This year he has grown the number of 

Junior Golfers and he also devotes enormous amounts of his personal time to his 

juniors.  

We must also congratulate Andrew Inngs who was appointed as our Mount 

Edgecombe Junior Captain. Well done and keep up the good work. 

Blessing, wow, what can I say!! He certainly needs very special mention for his 

tireless effort and hard work and for all the time and dedication he gives to all the 

Members and to the Golf Section.  

 

Also, a special thank you to all our Starters and Marshalls. Michael, Norman, Sipho 

and Phillip. You guys are always happy and willing to help our Members and Visitors 

to the Club. You are great ambassadors. Thank you. 

 



Junior golf  

Our Junior Golf, run by Slade, went from a good base that we started last year and 

showed some real growth this year. 

We started with around 20 players and have now grown to over 45 MECC players. 

We also started the Big 3 series which saw over 130 different players compete in 21 

events held at MECC, Durban Country Club and Royal Durban Golf Club. 

This was a great success and allowed our juniors to compete against other children 

from other clubs and they also got to play on other courses and therefore improve 

their golf dramatically. 

We also implemented the peewee tees, which allow little tigers to come out and play 

18 holes on a course of a much shorter length. This allows them to hit the greens in 

regulation and actually feel like they are playing the game. 

It also doesn’t make them as tired, so they can do the full 18 holes. Not that it takes 

much to get them to play all 18. 

We are having the MECC Junior Club Champs this weekend and look forward to 

another great event. 

Looking forward, we hope to include Kloof and possibly Umhlali in the Big Junior 

series allowing for more competition and friendships. 

 

New Events for 2017 

In collaboration with our major sponsor, Nedbank Private Wealth and the Mount 

Edgecombe Pro Shop, we are excited to announce the “Drive to the Nedbank 

Private Wealth Cup”. This will start in February and run through till November on an 

Eclectic points based format, similar to the Race to Dubai and the FedEx Cup. More 

information will be available soon. 

Mount Edgecombe Country Club Senior Men’s Golf Section 

The Senior Men play 3 times a week – on Monday and Wednesday with an 11am 

tee off time and on Friday the tee off time is 7.30am. 

No booking is required as we have allocated times for our group of players. This 

means that our seniors can make a last minute decision as to whether or not to play   

A schedule of playing times and allocation of course is compiled a month in advance 

by the Director of Golf and this is circulated to our Senior Golfers. 

A modest competition fee is charged and a portion of this is donated to Highway 

Hospice – R10 000 was donated to this worthy cause during last year. 

The format is usually a Fourball Alliance where the numbers permit.  In addition 

there are 10 trophy and special events during the year including the Ladies versus 



Madalas and the Senior Champion Trophy. The 2016 Senior Champion was Brian 

Wright. 

Club Members and Visitors are encouraged to come and enjoy the senior’s 

experience. 

 

Ladies Golf Section 

Captains Annual report 2016/2017 

The number of golf rounds was pretty much the same as last year and we currently 

have 188 Lady Members who are handicapped at MECC, plus 12 Lady Country 

Members. Eleanor’s Saturday School has added more rounds to the Ladies Section. 

We have had a few Members who moved off the Estate and we bid sad farewell to 

Sally Nienaber who was a mainstay of the Club. 

We were very well supported by 20 Sponsors, they were all very excited about the 

support from the Ladies. 

Charity day - Di Neethling and her committee were totally amazing. They managed to 

raised R86 000. The full amount was distributed between our 5 selected charities.  

Thank you for the time, effort and perseverance in making the day a success. 

2016 golfing highlights: 

Our Strokeplay Champs were held in March this year and the winners were: 

Bronze Division Gross + Nett Winner:  Colleen Botes 

Silver Division Gross + Nett Winner: Irene Torode 

Gold Division Gross + Nett Winner: Bronwyn Rae 

Best Overall Gross and therefore our Strokeplay Club Champion is: Bronwyn Rae 

Best Overall Nett in all divisions was won by: Bronwyn Rae 

Our 2016 Matchplay Champions are: 

A Div. Winner: Bronwyn Rae 

B Div. Winner: Joan Gaddie  

C Div. Winner: Wendy May 

Mixed Club Champs: 

“B Div.” Winners of the MECC Trophy: John Herselman and Lana Titmas 

“A Div.” Winners of the Hullets Cup was:  Steve Viljoen / Bronwyn Rae. And mixed 

knock out 

The Lillian Turpin Mixed Tournament Trophy was won by: Steve and Louise Langton 



Other Trophy Winners this year were: 

Janet Carter Trophy -Barbara Brown 

June Bartlett Trophy -Louise Langton 

Marj Simpson Trophy -Shelley Sykes and Jenny Crookes 

Jean Duncan Taylor Trophy -Colleen Botes 

Pat Mounter Trophy -Louise Langton, Annie Dacomb and Bev Hope 

Slipper Trophy - Faye Bailey and Annie Pryor 

Rae Trophy – Colleen Botes + Jeanne Hourquebie 

KZN Inter Prov Team - Bronwyn Rae Captain of KZN Team,    

Inter Region - Bronwyn Rae selected to Captain the Durban Region Swallows Team, 

Vanessa Colby, Sally Nienaber, Tanya Adams and Colleen Botes were also selected 

to play for Durban Region. 

Michelle van der Westhuizen + Sue Smith were selected to play for the President’s 

Team 

Inter Town held at Mt Edge 2 represented by: Bronwyn Rae, Claudia Hinteregger, 

Vanessa Colby and Louise Langton. Durban Region beat the Midlands 

Windhoek Pairs – Nicci Taylor + Shelley Sykes got through to the National Finals 

played at Windhoek 

Senior Ladies Championships – Charmian Wightman won Best Nett 

Inter Club held at Selborne-26 Ladies went to play.  

Sue Smith and Sally Ann Hyatt came 3rd in the Gross + Runner up Nett of the Silver 

Division  

2017. 

Nedbank have come on as major sponsor for our Medal and Individual Comps. 

Based on performance in these competitions throughout the year, stableford points 

will be accumulated and the winner will be treated to:- 

– Trip for 2 people to the SA Open 2018 including flights, accommodation,     

   transport and tickets - valued at R15 000 

 

Our top 5 contenders to end March are: 

Rae Bronwyn  237 

Van der Westhuizen Michelle  236 

Sykes Shelly  234 

Wightman  Charmian  234 

Colby Vanessa  231 
 



Our Ladies Section is continuing to grow with an average of 55 players every 

Wednesday. 

Our Strokeplay Champs were held in March this year and the winners were: 

Bronze Division gross + nett winner:  Amy fletcher 

Silver Division gross + nett winner: Carol Hubert 

Gold Division gross + nett winner: Bronwyn Rae 

Best overall gross and therefore our Strokeplay Club Champion is: Bronwyn Rae 

Best overall nett in all divisions was won by: Bronwyn Rae 

Our 2017 Matchplay Champions are: 

A Div. winner: Bronwyn Rae 

B Div. winner: Joan Gaddie  

C Div. winner: Amy Fletcher 

Kind regards 

Carol Hubert 

 

MECC Bowls Report 2016/7 

As I reported last year the decline in bowls membership  down to 68 members at the 

end of 2015 has been arrested and is now standing at 85 bowlers of which 51 are 

Residents and 34 Non Resident. We have a further 5 new bowlers who have applied 

to join this week. 

This improvement is due to the following factors:- 

1) The Board’s decision to further reduce the Bowlers Membership from R2500 
in 2016 to R1950 for 2107 making our Bowls Section more competitive 
compared to other bowling clubs in the area. 

2) The Bowls Committee are active in promoting bowls at our Club having 
formed an action group. 

3) We have increased opportunities for Members to play bowls both during the 
week and at the weekends. This includes the installation of floodlights 
completed in June last year. 

4) We created a new membership category named Social Members to 
encourage Members who may not wish to participate in official Port Natal 
competitions also encouraging younger players who work for a living who are 
unable to play during our regular morning sessions.  

5) Relaxing the dress code for certain of the advertised bowls competitions and 
events. 
 

The Bowls Section continues to generate a welcome income for the Club, by holding 

monthly sponsored invitation competitions on Sundays for local and visiting teams; 



also special events open to both local and visiting bowlers, such as twilight bowls & 

braai meetings. 

Richard Siedle 

Past president 

6 April 2017 

 

Report on MECC Angling Section (MECCAS) activities for 2016/7 

Today we can be proud of the fact that we have an active and successful Angling 

Club consisting of MECC Members who fish regularly in our dams. The Angling 

Section is now in its sixth year of existence and I am pleased to report that our 

Angling Club has stabilized at a membership of 135. There are currently no plans to 

change this cap as new members fill vacancies as soon as they arise. We have 

received many words of encouragement and praise for the way in which the activities 

of the Angling Club are conducted. It is evident that this section is providing a 

valuable amenity to MECC Members and their families. It is rewarding to see 

Members and their young offspring enjoying the amazing facilities whilst catching 

fish and returning them to the water to face another day.   

The Angling Club Committee met at irregular intervals during the year, as and when 

we felt the need and this approach has worked well. At the AGM in November all the 

previous Committee Members were re-elected and a change to the Constitution was 

made to introduce the position of Vice Chairman, to which Alan Booysen was 

elected. Other committee members are Shaun Booysen, Ivo Gruler and Simon 

Strang who all do a sterling job. 

During the year the Club continued to hold quarterly social get-togethers, with a 

lucky draw for R1000 and 3 other smaller prizes.  These have proved to be very 

popular with a regular number of active members and their loved ones attending. All 

prizes are attendance prizes so one has to be there to win.  

Our popular birthday fishing competition at Pani Dam was not run this past year as 

Course 2 spring treatment was postponed until early 2017. We are waiting for MECC 

to advise if there will be an opportunity to run it in 2017. 

The Angling Club continues to be financially self-supportive and as a gesture of 

appreciation for the support we receive from the MECC Board, Ground Staff and 

Admin Staff, and to help improve the MECC amenities, an amount of R10,000 was 

donated to MECC, to be used to support the Bowls Section fundraising project to 

erect floodlights at the A Green, a project which has radically improved the MECC 

image in the region.  

Additional improvements are the installation of a floating jetty on the north side of 

Dumat Dam and with the kind assistance of Micky Hough, the Director of Golf, we 

are currently in the process of placing a number of concrete benches in the fishing 

area behind the 16th tee box on Course 1 to provide recreational seating for 

Members.   



A constant challenge we face is the flagrant disregard of Meccas rules regarding 

where and when fishing may take place. Angling Club Members are familiar with the 

rules and conform, however, we regularly receive complaints about illegal fishing by 

persons who are not Members of the Angling Club, juniors in particular, and mainly 

on Meccema 2. There are a number of young persons who constantly fish at the 

Pani Clubhouse area which is a no fishing area. To date our response has been to 

try to educate and inform them what the rules are, but some parents simply do not 

care as they allow their children to fish illegally with their blessing. MECC 

Management has been requested to assist and we will be deciding how best to 

further respond to this challenge. All rules pertaining to angling on Meccema1 and 2 

are on the MECC website and MECC Resident Members are earnestly requested to 

familiarise themselves with these rules and to ensure that their children comply with 

them. 

In conclusion the committee looks forward to a great year of fishing and social 

activity and thanks MECC for its continued support of the angling fraternity. 

Ron Duckworth 

Chairman – MECCAS 

 

Squash section 2017 report back 

After the renovation of our courts in 2015, last year saw a lot of the initial teething 

problems being ironed out; the introduction of a new lights system going a long way 

to alleviating the problems we have had in the past where Non Members were 

playing with the incorrect shoes; hence marking the courts. We are happy to report 

that these incidents are now happening far less frequently, and would like to thank 

the residents for their support in this regard. 

Our 1st Division side has continued to go from strength to strength, with a wealth of 

KZN’s top squash talent being attracted to join our Club. We have had 3 new players 

join our team from other clubs around Durban, which also saw our reigning Club 

Champ Stefano Garas dethroned in a hotly contested final of the Club Champs by 

new comer Wayne Kershaw, who joined us from Glenwood at the beginning of the 

year. 

The top division side was bolstered by a 2nd and 3rd division side, with all three sides 

performing solidly throughout the year. 

The top side had a good year, finishing third, but hope to push for the top spot with 

the introduction of the new players giving the side some good depth.  

 

 

 

 



 Overall League Results 

Men's division League finish 2016 

1st  div 3rd 

2nd div 4th 

3rd div 4th 

 

The general level of patronage by Residents at the squash courts has increased 

substantially since the renovations which is very positive, with the Mount Edgecombe 

Fixture always a popular evening with other clubs around Durban coming to enjoy 

our outstanding facilities. 

 

Chairman’s Report  

Tennis 2016/2017 

The Tennis Club was treated to a much needed facelift in 2016 with brand new 

fencing, poles and surfaces completed in December. The fencing replacement was 

essential with rusty poles and broken fencing becoming dangerous. The humid 

weather resulted in the court resurfacing materials not setting properly on Courts 1 & 

2, and as a result our contractor has agreed to redo these, which has just begun. We 

would like to thank the Club for our fabulous new facilities. 

Our Members have been equally generous and new lights were installed on Court 3 

by Romeo Scribante and on Court 4 by Jacques Krige who shared this cost with the 

Club. Again, the Tennis Club would like to thank Romeo, Jacques and the Club for 

these as evening tennis is very popular and we lose our light early in winter. 

Membership and league 

Tennis in Kwazulu Natal is on the decline, and has resulted in KZN Tennis reducing 

the required team size from 6 to 4 for Men’s and  Ladies’ League.  

We entered 2 Men’s and 2 Ladies’ Teams into the 2016 league.  

Our men achieved great results with our Superleague Team made up of coach Greg 

and his merry men winning the league for the second year in a row, and our second 

team in division 3 placing 5th . 

Our Ladies’ teams battled for Members and we were forced to withdraw our second 

team from the league, with our Superleague Team coming 5th in their division.  

The highly enjoyable Mixed League was very successfully contested: 2 teams of 6 

were entered with the second team coming 3nd in division 3 and the 1st team winning 

Superleague and retaining their title! 

Club champs 



We had a very small entry for club champs with the regular players enjoying some 

competitive tennis against their team mates! 

Social tennis 

Saturday afternoon Social Tennis has been quieter than usual with families 

becoming more involved in their own and Children’s’ other sports.  We have 

therefore arranged more formal regular socials which include players being coached 

by Greg and not only the regular Members. These have been most enjoyable and we 

have had a good turnout.  

We also held socials against other clubs such as Umhlali and Glenashley, both at 

our club and away. These were also very successful and we plan on doing more of 

these in future. 

We sadly said goodbye to Wilfred in December, who decided to pursue driving work 

with Leitch Landscapers and in his place we now have Thobani who is most helpful. 

Lastly, I would also like to thank Greg Moran and Sean Thompson our coaches and 

Ann Anderson for all the work they do to keep the ball rolling. Kevin Dawson has 

decided to step down – Kevin, thanks for your many years on the committee and 

welcome to Norman Fowler who has agreed to join us. 

Marianne Pooler 

Chairlady 

Mount Edgecombe Tennis Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


